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Hay is the most important component in every herbivore’s diet.  Among the many benefits of hay, it helps 
prevent obesity, dental disease, boredom and digestive issues.  Because hay is so critical to your rabbit’s health 
and wellbeing, it’s only natural to want to offer your special companion the best quality product available.  The 
benefits of purchasing hay from a proven manufacturer include the promise of stringent quality assurance 
measures, selective growing and harvesting protocol, and the opportunity the feed your pet a variety of tastes 
and textures.  

Understanding Rabbit Anatomy 

By nature, rabbits are designed to digest and metabolize high fiber, 
low carbohydrate food sources – primarily grasses.  As an animal 
with a long intestine and functional cecum, rabbits require constant 
digestive movement to prevent gastrointestinal issues, some of 
which can be potentially life-threatening.  A diet of primarily high 
quality, high fiber grass hay helps ensure that consistent, healthy 
movement and most closely mimics the foraging activity your rabbit 
would do in nature.  

From a dental perspective, rabbits require constant chewing of hard, 
fibrous foods (such as hay) to provide proper, necessary wear.  Your rabbit’s teeth never stop growing, making 
it critical to provide a proper diet centered around hay.  A diet with insufficient hay can lead to dental issues, 
including disease and malocclusions.  Because hay is such an important component in your pet’s diet, it is 
important to select a premium quality as well as a variety of grass hays to suit your pet’s personal taste and 
texture preferences.  

Selecting the Best  

Purchasing your rabbit’s hay through a trusted, premium manufacturer is the first 
step toward assuring your pet is receiving “the best of the best.”  At Oxbow 
Animal Health, for instance, our president and founder, John Miller, personally 
selects and regularly inspects the fields where our hay is grown.  Oxbow’s 
growers are the best in the business, located in climates ideally suited for the 
production of premium hay.      

Because hay is a product of Mother Nature, a certain level of variability 
is inevitable from one crop to the next.  For this reason, it’s important to 
understand your hay supplier’s quality assurance measures.  While purchasing bulk 
hay in bale form can provide a good value up front, assuring the quality of such 
hay is not entirely possible. 

A branded, packaged hay is more likely to have been inspected to meet high quality standards.  Oxbow’s quality 
assurance program in particular is multi-tiered.  Hay is graded before it ever makes it to our packaging facility.  
Hay that passes the test is hand-sorted by trained, knowledgeable staff who remove lesser quality hay, as well 
as any weeds or miscellaneous foreign objects which may have been collected in the baling process.
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The Value of Variety

Much like their human caretakers, rabbits can benefit from a certain amount of variety in their daily diet.  Every 
rabbit is unique, and many will develop favorites when it comes to different types of hay.  Because all grass hays 
are essentially the same nutritionally (please note alfalfa hay is different), it’s safe to mix and match amongst 
grass hay varieties.  

Consistently offering a mixture of grass hays will keep your companion accustomed to variability in crops while 
offering a variety of tastes and textures.  If one variety is not available at a later date, a rabbit accustomed to 
variety will be less likely to reject new or unfamiliar hay.  By keeping your rabbit’s mealtime interesting, you 
help ensure the necessary intake of hay, thereby helping prevent potential health problems (such as gastric 
stasis and dental disease) which may arise as a result of decreased consumption. 

As a devoted pet owner, your rabbit’s health is no doubt your #1 priority.  Because hay is the primary 
component in a healthy rabbit’s diet, it is especially important to ensure the quality of the hay you feed daily.  
For more information about Oxbow Animal Health’s full line of premium hays, or to learn more about rabbit 
health and care, visit www.oxbowanimalhealth.com.  


